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  White Cloud UMC  
Newsletter  

APRIL 2018 

Seeking Godôs Purpose                          
Offering Godôs Love 
Nurturing Godôs World 

 

Office Hours:      Pastor Ed Snook 
      Monday thru Thursday  9:00 am until noon 
      FRIDAY IS HIS DAY OFF 
      Parsonage Phone:  689-6774 
      Cell Phone:  989-292-1146 
 
      Barb a.k.a church secretary 
      Mon. Wed. Fri. 9:00am - 3:30pm 
 
      Office Phone:  689-5911 

Sunday Worship Times 
 
9:01 am Traditional Worship 
10:15 am Adult Sunday School 
  Childrenôs Sunday 
  School 
11:16 am Infusion Worship
  



 

 

 
Food for thought,  

 from the  
Desk of Pastor Ed  

Shalom, 
 
 Easter brings us from the depths of grief to the joy of death overcome.  
The disciples found themselves in the mist tears of grief in the loss of 
Christ to the tears of joy at his resurrection.  The disciples went forth to 
live a life in the world where evil, darkness, and death have been uncon-
ditionally conquered.   

Courage now blossoms where darkness and fear once dominated.  
We can no longer stand in fear before the threat of darkness and evil be-
cause we know that their ultimate defeat has already taken place. This 
gives us the spirit to face our world unafraid. Paulôs courage is declared 
in Romans 8:37-39, ñIn all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us. I'm convinced that neither death, nor life, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord.ò  

 As Easter people let us keep the excitement of this con-
quest of evil and darkness alive all year long. Let us go forth as the early 
disciples, with Joy and love to share our faith with those all around us 
with the confidence our savior Christ bestows upon us. Let us work to-
gether as one body to bring the light of the ñGood Newsò of Christ and 
the light that over comes darkness.  

Sometimes we waver, we fail to commit ourselves in the Easter 
glow. We fail to set up relationships that keep us accountable with each 
other because we feel that our spiritual growth is private and our own 
business. We think that each of us develops in our own way at our own 
pace. 

  

 

 

Worship April 2018 
 

 April 1, 2018 
Easter Sunday    
ñHolding Securely to the Promises of Godò 
1
st
 Corinthians 15:1-11 

                 
  
April 8, 2018 
Second Sunday of Easter 
ñThe Mission of the Disciplesò    
John 20:19-31 
 
  
April 15, 2018 
Third Sunday of Easter 
ñWhy Do Doubts Arise in Your Hearts?ò 
Luke 24:36-48 
         
 
 April 22, 2018 
Third Sunday of Easter 
ñLove By Truth and Actionò   
1
st
 John 3:16-24 

  
 
 April 29:2018 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
ñLoveò 
1
st
 John 4:7-21 



 

 

Earth Day is an annual event, celebrated on April 22, on 
which day events worldwide are held to demonstrate support for 
environmental protection. It was first celebrated in 1970, and is 
now coordinated globally by the Earth Day Network and celebrat-
ed in more than 193 countries each year.  

Join Earth Day Network on Earth Day 2018 - April 22 - to help end 
plastic pollution. Plastic is threatening our planet's survival, from 
poisoning and injuring marine life to disrupting human hormones, 
from littering our beaches and landscapes to clogging our streams 
and landfills. Together, we can make a difference.  

¶ Plant something. ... 

¶ Ride your bike. ... 

¶ Let your voice be heard. ... 

¶ Attend an event. ... 

¶ Buy reusable bags. ... 

¶ Use a refillable water bottle. ... 

¶ Get produce from a local farmer's market. ... 

¶ Shop smart for clothes. 

Genesis 2:15 
The Lord God placed the man in the Garden of Eden to tend and watch over 
it. 

 

 

This becomes a deviation from the truth. The worship of inde-
pendence has biased the way we think about spiritual development. Much 
of our thought on spiritual development is centered on ourselves without 
thinking about the relationships of others and their spiritual journey. 

 If we look into this we find that this kind of spiritual 
growth is un-biblical. If we look through the New Testament we find that 
Christians need relationships in order to grow. In other words we need 
other Christians to grow, without other Christians it is like growing grass 
in the dark. No growth. (Hebrews 10: 24-25) encourages us to spur one 
another on: And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward 
love and good deeds, 25 not giving up meeting together, as some are in 
the habit of doing, but encouraging one another. 

 As we read the New Testament we see this basic truth 
happening again and again. As Christianôs we need relationships with 
each other to grow and through this growth we help each other by living 
in the spirit of Easter. It is time spent together around a living room, a 
prayer room, a sanctuary, fellowship hall and a table or booth at a restau-
rant. This practice helps us know each other and God better. It can be as 
simple as stamping together, working on ceramics, sharing a good book, 
praying, studying the bible, and even sharing meals together. These acts 
intensify our relationships. As we read in Hebrews the important thing is 
being together! God will do the rest. The main thing is that we become 
intentional and appreciate each other and the gifts we have to share with 
each other. The only way this is ever going to be helpful for our life is to 
take the first step. God made us to be relational beings coming together 
to experience life together with Him. 

As we come together it is like having the sun shine on the grass 
after a spring rainfall.  We grow!   We grow in ways that cannot be meas-
ured by world standards. We grow in love of human kind. We grow be-
yond our largest dreams. The number one thing for us to remember is 
that we will not grow out of guilt for what could have been. The most 
important thing for us to know is; we will grow in the love of what will 
be. Let us not let the excitement of Easter diminish as just another cele-
bration to celebrate, but let us take the ever present JOY and spread it 
throughout. Let us spur each other on towards the goal of love, and shar-
ing Godôs grace as we learn and grow together in Godôs Son Jesus Christ. 

 
 Peace and grace 
 
 Pastor Ed 



 

 

200 Years of United Methodism 
An Illustrated History 

 
 
 

 
Sunday schools were perhaps the first ministry to be added to the founda-
tional ones of worship and small group meetings. Having been pioneered 
in England in 1780 for the twin purposes of providing religious instruction 
and teaching reading, writing, and arithmetic, Sunday schools appeared 
among American Methodists by 1786, and conference action was taken in 
1790 to establish Sunday schools for whites and blacks. The Methodist 
General Conference of 1824 made it the duty of preachers to encourage the 
establishment and growth of Sunday schools. Although Otterbein's church 
in Baltimore had in the 1780s a school offering religious instruction and 
the basics of a general education, the first United Brethren Sunday school 
was opened in 1820 in Corydon, Indiana. Evangelicals joined the Sunday 
school movement by opening a school in 1832 in Lebanon, Pennsylvania. 
Study materials for the Sunday schools, as well as hymn books, books of 
Discipline, and the churches' other printing needs, were supplied by the 
development of publishing enterprises. A book steward was appointed by 
the Methodists in 1789. The Evangelicals set up a press in 1816 and the 
United Brethren in 1834. From these presses came first a trickle and then a 
stream of books and periodicals. Beginning with a magazine for preachers 
in 1818, the Methodists went on to a paper for youth in 1823, one for 
adults in 1826, a children's paper in 1827, and the Ladies' Repository in 
1841. The United Brethren initiated Zion's Advocate in 1829, followed by 
the Religious Telescope in 1834, a German language paper in 1840, and a 
periodical for children in 1854. A German language paper came first in the 
Evangelical Association, debuting in 1836. It was followed by The Evan-
gelical Messenger in 1848. All these publications helped Methodists, Unit-
ed Brethren, and Evangelicals sense they were part of dynamic churches. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Please contact the church office at 689-5911 with any Birthday 
Or Anniversary corrections or additions. 

02 ~ Janet Brock 
 
03 ~ Cheryl Wenstrom 
 
04 ~ Dotti Rosenberg 
 
11 ~ Bonnie Fetterley 
 
21 ~ Brenda Connell 
 
23 ~ Pat Long 
 
25 ~ Orrie Ebenstein 
 
26 ~ Delores Waldo 
 
29 ~ Jacob Stockwell 

 
 13 ~ Bill & Judy VanAndel 
 
20 ~ Gene & Helen Reid 
 
24 ~ Don & Laurie Clary 
 
28 ~ Roger & Delores Waldo 



 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

Pastor Ed & Ellen Snook     
 
Candy & Howard Keith   Jeff Stratton 
 
Tim Rossler        Marv & Jackie Cruzan 
 
Mike Thatcher     Aaron Randall 
 
Pat & Richard Long    Terry Mast 
 
Art Faber     Dolly Voss 
 
Beth Plotts     Bill VanAndel 
 
 Jerry Jaquish     Verda Hews 
 
August Davis     Linda Goff 
 
Jenetia Ruble     Joe Thatcher, Jr. 
 
       
Sue Totten      
 
Patrons from Bennyôs house    

PRAYER CHAIN 
 

The prayer chain is a way to spread the word to others of those who 
are in need of prayer.  There are approximately seven groups that 
are on the prayer chain.  If you have a prayer request and/or would 
like to be a part of one of the groups, please call Pat Thumser at 
231-689-6430 or  
250-1560.  When a prayer is requested Pat calls the top of each list, 
and that person calls down to the next, and that person down to the 
next, etc. 

 

 

These churches began to take hesitant but what proved to be 
significant steps in three new directions in the 1820s. The first 
step was to open missionary work. When black lay preach-
er John Stewart commenced his ministry in 1819 among the 
Wyandot Indians of Ohio, the Methodist missionary move-
ment was under way. The same year a mission board was es-
tablished in New York City. It was made an official part of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church by the General Conference of 
1820. The first Methodist overseas mission was born 
when Melville B. Cox arrived in Liberia in 1833. The second 
foreign mission was to Brazil and Argentina. Methodist mis-
sionaries reached China in 1847. The Missionary Society of 
the Evangelical Association was established in 1839 and 
opened its first overseas mission in Germany in 1850. Sierra 
Leone was the first foreign mission of the United Brethren 
missionary society, which was founded in 1841. In addition to 
their overseas activities, all these societies conducted exten-
sive home missionary work--among others, with Scandinavi-
an sailors in New York City beginning in 1835 and with His-
panics in New Mexico in 1853. 



 

 

THE DEADLINE FOR THE  
 MAY 2018 NEWSLETTER IS 
NOON ON MONDAY, APRIL  23RD.   
EITHER PUT YOUR ARTICLE IN MY 
MAIL BOX IN THE CHURCH OFFICE 

OR EMAIL ME AT: 
mysticmethodist1954@yahoo.com 

Thanks, 
Editor: Helen Reid 

We are going to be handing out small packages of M&MôS. 
 
We ask that this be a gesture with Christian Spirit in mind. 
 
We hope that this doesnôt become mundane, losing the true 
meaning that was intended. 
 
During our celebration time, the person wishing to 
acknowledge someone for their deed, will step up front, grab 
the M&M basket explaining the good deed, call the person for-
ward and present the award.  If the individual is unable to 
come forward, simply take it to their seat. 

 

 

 

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE 
 
 
 

Our Good Friday service will be on Friday March 30th at 7:00 pm 
 
Good Friday is a Christian holiday commemorating the           
crucifixion of Jesus Christ and his death at Calvary. It is ob-
served during Holy Week as part of the Paschal Triduum on the 
Friday preceding Easter Sunday, and may coincide with the   
Jewish observance of Passover.  


